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NOTES ON NEW BOOKS.PERIODICALS.
" De Bow'* Commercial Review of the South am) West:

a monthly journal of Trade, Commerce, Commercial Polity,
Agriculture, Manufactures, Internal Improvement*, and Ge¬
neral Literature. J. 1). B. Da Bow, Editor and Proprietor.
New Orleans. Nua. 2, 3, 4, of Vol. V, for February, March,
and April, 1848."

If, after the very favorable opinion which we have
heretofore expressed of this journal and the useful
body of information which it conveys, we*have
fallen in arrears as to the monthly notices due it,
the fault or rather fact has been involuntary: the
press of matter more instant and urgent.cart-loads
of Oongressional history, horse-loads of speeches
and documents, car-loads of Mexican despatches,
ship-loads of foreign news the most interesting.
have, as our readers know, left our alway« preoccu¬
pied columns no power of admitting things that are

the superfluities of the newspaper, its ornament, not
its necessities. Besides this excuse, sufficient in
itself, we may mention that the numbers of the
Commercial Review have, we know not from what
cause, reached us irregularly.
The three numbers of it now before us contain

papers on no small diversity of subjects..as, in No.
2, regular articles on the history of Land Titles in
our territories acquired by treaty, (by Dr. Monette;)
on Victor Cousin's Science of History, (by C. C.
S. Farrar;) on Sugar Production in the United
States, (by J. C. Delavigne ;) on the Post System
of several countries, (by J. S. Duke;) Trade and
Statistics, foreign and domestic ; to which succeeds
a body of short papers, on Hedging witli the white
Cherokee rose ; Rum uu Uu; augar estates ; Ifice-
cultivation in East India; Texas Sugar; South
Carolina iSugar ; Comparative Iiulustry of Rhode
Island and South Carolina; Value of the Cotton
Manufacture ; Properties of Sugar, as food and
physic; Comparative profits of Slave-labor in Lou¬
isiana and Virginia; Resources of Georgia for
manufactures; Cotton and Iron production in
South Carolina; Manufactures in Georgia and
Tennessee. These are followed by the monthly
Statistical Survey of the progress of population
and the monthly Commercial Summary, which the
Review always gives. A short series of Miscella¬
nies and of notices of New Publications on com¬

mercial or agricultural subjects closes the number.
The History of Land Titles (article 1) is an ab¬

stract of the fraudulent land-claims in our territories
got from France and Spain. It is, apparently,
abridged from that part of the collection of ** State
Papers" which regards the public lands. The an¬

nexation of Texas is about to afford a very copious
supplement to these very intricate questions of right.
The article on Cousin's Philosophy is continued
through all the three numbers of the Review before
us. It seems to us, on a slight view, rather psycho-
logical than historical, and too much imbued with
the recent mysticism of the Hunt and Cousin schools
to be very instructive. W e venture to say that he
who expects to obtain any real view of the philoso¬
phy of Institutions without having thoroughly stu-

-died, nfJPt of all, the principles Pf society as deve¬
loped in the minute annals of all nations, will miss
his mark just as the young ladies do, in fashionable
boarding schools, who are set to learning rhetoric
before yet they have read one poet or orator, and
while they are yet ignorant of the most necessary
elements of language. We have not time, however,
for more detailed notices; and must content our¬

selves with extracting, as a very useful one, the
subjoined article. It is apparently selected from
the Carolinian, of Columbia:
M a5CFactl"Bks torn the Soltm.Rhode Iblaxd a*d

Soctk Cabomma..Manufacturing Induitry, 4-e..One
great cause of the nnproduc m-ness of our capital and labor ia
Ibe want of diversion of them. In every country there is a

kind of labor which expeiience proves to be the liest and most

productive of that country. In ooe agriculture ahoulJ predo¬
minate : in another manufactures ; in a third commerce ; but
in no one on the face of tue globe has an exclusive attention
to either of these branches been found the mo»t profitable. It
ia the judicious combination of ihem all that makes a nation
great and prosperoaa, and happy. This is an old political
doctrine : its antiquity, however, ia no disparagement of its
troth. For its illustration we ahall go no further than the
histjiy of oor own country. And, fortunately for our pur¬
pose, the last census of the Government furnishes data upon
which there can be no dispute.

If we divide the population of Rhode Lland (139,830) and
that of Hjuth Carolina (649,398) into their icspective annual
incomea, via. into $13,001,323 for Rhode Island, and into
(27,173,536 for South Carolina, it will be perceived that
Rhode Island divides, aa the yearly income of each of its in¬

habitant*, $100, while South Carolina divides only $45. If
you take oat lite black population in both Htates, and make
the division only among the whites, Rhode Island will divide
$119, while Houth Carolina will divide $101. Tbase are

startling facta. Why are tbey so * It will perbsps be said,
it ia either because the peoj le of Rhode Island are more indus¬
trious than our people, or are engaged in more profitable la¬
bor or from both causes combined.
The first of these we sre unwilling to grant. Naturally,

we believe there are no people more witling to work than ours,
when only taught to see a profitable result to their labor. The
difference in the profits of the two Htates must be attributed,
therefore, to some other cause. The labor ol Rhode Island is
diversified, our* ia not. Let us see. There are engaged in.

Rno»b Iiiai*.
Agriculture..........1 in 6
Commerce .....I in 17

HoiTB CaBOUBA.
Agriculture . ..t in 3
Commerce I in 901

Msiulactures 1 in 5 i Manufactures I in 57
Divide the popolatioo of the two Htates into families of five

each, there will be 37,706 families in Rhode Island and
118,879 in South Carolina. Give to each family, and to the
horars, cattle, hog* and sheep attached to each, the amount
of grain, potatoea, and hay usually c-maumed by them, and it
will appear that Koath Carolina will be deficient in a self-sup
ply as much as a million and a hslf bushels, while Rhode
Island will have a surplus of vary nearly that amount. This
arises from the (set that South Carolina has more horses and
cattle to support than Rhode Island. Thus theie are in.

Raoaa I*labb.
| a horse to s tamity of five.

1 do
4 sheep........do
1 hog ....do

(| of all kinds.

Soctb Caboli*a.
11 horse to a family of five.
4 neat cattle, .do
I sheep......do
7 i hogs. do

14 of all kinds.

Suppose them lobe eqtitl, and thatMl States have enough
<4 wheal, rye, oats, barley, potatoes, and hay to support their
population and cattle, the compftra'ive incomes of the two
Htates would stand thus

Rnaaa Islabb.
Manufactures.. . . .$6,6V>,:96
Commerce l,Wi ,'W
Mines lft/,4.|4»
Forests.......... 4t,6l<)
Fisheries
Kiee.............
Cotton

$fO,»OI.?U

form Caboi.iwa.
Manufactures. . . .

Commerce.... . ... S,fi.!<,48l
Mines............ I#7,fi06
Forests.. 549,626
Fisheries 1,975
Itice I,SI4,17d
Cotton. 4,6*6,870

$11,768,916
From this estimate aach inhabitant in Khode Island, after

feeding himself, will have i.ver t«r clothing other
expense*, while each one in Ho .th Carolina will have a frac¬
tion over $80.
The above table also shows another faet of much import¬

ance. The manufacture* of Rhode bland are more valuable
than the coUon and rice of Carolina taken together. In other
word«, the labor employed in the one is more productive than
in the other two.

It is a question, then, which come* directly home to us,
"Is K.iuth Carolina less capable than Rhode Island of excel¬
ling in the same profitable labors ."

We have already combated that class of complamers who
are eternally decrying the profit* of agricultnrsl labor: there
is another Mass who elevate it too much.even to the exclusion
of all other pursuits. Nothing ia easier than to be so deceived.
Morh persons view the agricultural calling with a poetical,eye,
and aea in it nothing but pastoral beauty ami happiness. Were
this the oeoasioo, no task would be more pleasant than to in¬
dulge irr'drawing a picture of the virtue and excellence and
riebea of a people thus engaged. As a rhetorical-exercise it
might afford entertainment« but the true economist, criticising
the work, wool'! renounce it only a fancy picture, alike un¬

true to natore ami to bet.true to
Beside* this, the introduction of different manufacture!

amongst OS tfwU have an effect not lea* important to oat

agriculture t we Man the great inland trade it would create

In every prosperous eoantry the inland or indirect trade k f,

greater than its CWaign or direct trade. In England or NeJ
* York, for instance, it is fifteen tiroes greeter. Consider, then

a aew trade a lalad for Carotins ten times greater than at pre

_jgt| daadfcr, fm a moment, the influence upon agriculture
mora certainty it wraid afford the merchant ia th

| invfrtmentoi bis capital than in foreign risks 5 what a numer¬
ous ia»s of workmen il would employ ; the misery it would
reowve l>y giving business to the idle s an J the content and
haziness it Mould alioid the complaining. I* not such a

conannmation devoutly to be wised for-'
7he regular articles of No. 3 are, the Science of

History, (continuation;) Deir and deer-hunting 111

LouMuna; a geographical and statistical view of
Xoilhern Louisiana; Defective organization of
American Universities; Statistics 01 Migration
into the United States ; Review of MeCulloh's Re-
por 011 Sugar Cultivation ; History, ttc. of the
Genuan Zoll'Vereitif our Indian policy. To
thete succeed the usual shorter papt-rs; amongst'
whi'h we shall choose for citation the following, on

the listory of the Virginia weed, taken from our

goot friend Skinner's Farmers' Library. By its
selertion, we shall discharge a double obligatiou to
two if our most useful journals :

Tcaicco..The genua JSicotiuna is an annua! plant, flow¬
ering and ripening it» aeed in almost all part* of the Uuited
Stale, and i« yet cultivated for profit as far north a* Connec¬
ticut, where its leaf ia remarkably delicate and .-ilky, With small
tibrea and when cured tatl.er of a dark cinnamon than of u

! fcrigh: color, and ia understood to be used chiefly as wrappers
of cijars
Aa 0 the character and habita ofthe worm and the Ay, we have

been tor these to the foot of Gamaliel; and were Uitre ao for¬
tunate as to obtain the following account from that diauuguish-
ed plmltr, the J'resident of the Prince George'* Agricultural
Society, and, what is more and much better proof 01 practical
excellence, the winner, the pant year, of the first prize for
the best mauagrdfarm J.a much greater honor, in our poor
esteem, than if awarded for killing 1,000 guerrillas.

Volumes have lieen written, pro and coo, on the use and
abuses of this very remarkable plant.remarkable alike in its
history, its us^, and its commercial relations.and especially
in itsserper.t-like power to fascinatc and overcome by its churins,
of an indefinable sort, the disgust it is in most retpects so well
fitted 10 inspire. Aa we have anticipated by a month or more
the sea*on tor sowing the aeedg we may indulge here in some
remarks relating to its original habitation and its chemical and
medicinal properties, intending in subsequent numbers, and in
good season, to present it in all the practical views connected
with its cultivation and commercial value.not for the benefit
of our friends in the old "Plantation Slates," who know it all
" like a book," but because it may interest some who propose
to embark in its culture, and yet more for the reason that in
the Farmers' Library it is proper that the American cultivator
should find, ready at his hands, memoirs, aa full as need be,
in regard to every important branch of Kural Industry.
De gu*tilnis non disputandum.in plain English, there is

no disputing about tame*; and though many of our readers
may forego, and even abhor the use of tobacco in every form,
the consumption of this delectablo weed has nevertheless spread
into alt parts of the world j nor is thete any, where the faste
for it is so licentiously indulged as in our own, if we may be¬
lieve the half that is written to stigmatize our habits, on this
point, by travellers, male and female, who come Trollopping
over our country, to seek what blemishes they may descty.
and, alas ! lei us confess a?ide, descrying but too many. To
quote our own language twenty-seven years ago.
" In the whole Vegetable Kingdom, perhaps, no plant can

be found, the propagation and etFects of which have attracted
as much notice, aud produced so much excitement as this dis¬
gusting.some would say, fascinating weed. It has been alike
the theme of poetical eulogy and the object of secular and po¬
litical proscription. Popes have let loose their roaring bulls,
and Kings have issued their decrees against it, and well would
it be if Church and State would form alliance only on such
occasions.

ijine some om«r narcouc poisons, nowever, rooacco nas
made iu way ag»inst the dt-nunciationa of all its enemies, ar.d
becomes mora dear and indispensable to tboac who use it 111 the
ratio of it* injury to th^ir constitutions.
V ^a^acco M a M'iw of thin country, and wa* first import¬ed into Lumpe abuul the tn:dJle «J ^ sixteenth century byJ'frnantJrz <le lolwin, who sent it into Spain and Portugal.

The Ambaaaador of i rancis II, at the court of Lisbon, earned
it into France in 1560, when it wja pre-ented to Catharine de
Medicis, as a plant of extraoidinary virtues from the New
World. The Ambassador's name wa» Nicoi, hence the bota-
nical appellation Mention* applied to this genus of planu.
Tbe iutioduction of the custom of smoking it in England ha*
been ascribed to Sir Walter Raleigh.
" We are told that some tribes of fhe atioriginal inhabitants

of tliis continent used tobacco as a burnt offering, the smoke of
which they euppored to be acceptable to the gods. Thus we
find that different nations address them*elves to different senses
as the medium for obtaining divine conciliation. While tbe
pious Christian seeks propitiation by vocal or instrumental
music, or a concert of both, the poor untutored aavage implores
favor and happiness through like inceme of aromatic gumsaud
the odor of sweet-aeenied tobacco.

'* It ia remarkable, says a learned author, that in the dsya of
its first general introduction into Europe no man spoke about
it with coolness or indifference, Imt every one waimlv espoused
its censure or its praise. Camdem, in his Life of t^ueen EH-
zabeih, says that ' men used tobacco every where, some for
wantonness and e.nne for health'a sake, and that with insatia¬
ble desire and greediness they sucked tha stinking amoke
thereof through an earthen pipe, which they presently blew
out again ai their nostrils so that Englishmen'* bodies were
so delighted with this plant that they seemed as it were de-
generated into barbarians '"

At that rate, what a number of inside barbarians we must
have here in New York, where, accord <ng to tbe great static-
tical writer McGregor, ten thousand dollars' worth of c gars
are smoked every day ! to say nothing of the quantity that
goes into the mouth and noee i

Dr. Venner, in a work entitled Via Recta ad Y'itam Lon-'
gam, published in London in 1633, gives a brie I summary of
the injuries done by tobacco : " It drieth the Nam, dimmeth
the sight, viuateth tha amell, burtetb tbe stomach, destroyeth
the concoction, disturbeth tba humors and spirits, orrupteth
tbe breath, induced! a trembling of the Imbe, exsicatelh the
windpipe, lung*, and liver, annoyelh the milt, ecorcheth the
heart, and causeth tM bkxxiX) be adurted. In a word, it
overtbroweth the spirits, perverteni the understanding, and coo-
foundeth the senses, with sudden astonishment and stupiditie
of the whole body."

Thus, more than *00 years ago, was denounced tbe great
staple which our Prince George's friends persist in cultivating.
If half the learned Doctor says ofit were true, one might suppose
that Maithus himself could dewre no more effectual check on
the reedineae of mankmd to follow that one moot heeded of all
Uod's commandments. But, like old Count Carnaro'a Via
Recta ad Wtam Longam, we apprehend it will ever be found
much easier to read tfum foliow it.
The priests of some tribea swallowed the smoke of tobacco

to excite in them a spirit of divination, and when recovered
from tbe fit of stupor into wbich it threw them, they asserted
they bad befcl a conference with the devil, and from him had
learned to predict events. Their " Medicine Men" pretended
to lie inspired in a like manner wi'h a knowledge of disease*
and their cure. Tbe rich indulged in it, we are told, as a

lunury of the highest order, and tbe poor, as now, gave them¬
selves up to it u a aolace for the miaaries of hie. In tbe
Southern States, now, in their aImoat universal solicitude for
tbe com'oit of their slaves, planters provide fur them a regular
supply of touacce.
So etcesMvc became tbe uee of it that in many countries its

consumption was forbidden or restrained by public authority.
So evened again4 it was the Firat James, of England, that be
not only denounced it in his book, '* Tbe Totiecco Blast," but
espreasly pr.ttabi'ed the planters of Virginia liom cultivating
more Uun ion pound* on *ny urn ptaauu >n, and <rtwairnity
warned hi* subjects not to " sin against Ood and barm tberr
own person* si.d goods, and render themselves scorned, and
contemned by »<ran<r*r» who should come among them, by
persevering in a custom loathaome to the aye, hateful to tbe
nose, and banetul to the brain." Of auch sumptuary laws and
artftrary interference with private habile and individual econ-

omy and freedom of action, have we not even yet some uo-

availing if not barbarous relics on our statute books ' In this,
lie it understood, we by no means refer to the municipal law,
still in force in a neighboring city, against any man caught,
Jltiffrante delict", unttking in the *treet.attending tberr ma¬
gisterial benedictions against this pride of Maryland industry
even further ttan Pope Urban Ibe Vlllth, who confined his
exoommunicatisn to those only who should impiously diffuse
the smoke of fabeeco in the rhurehet ! In Constantinople
antf-t<>beeco |a*s were yet more severe, for there tb« Tark
who was found smoking was paraded publicly, with the pipe
tremtfixed throiql, hi* none.a more appropriate punishm» ri',
one would thud, u>r such as belong to tbe numerous and fash¬
ionable tribe of ¦nnffrrt

In the earli'-* record of Harvard University, aa ia set forth
in the Memoir More us, there is a regulation that " Ne scho¬
lar ahull take ts!*. unless permitted by the Pieeident, with
the eon*"nt of thsrr paren<e and guardians, and on good raaeon
first §'*«"" *7 .phyaician, and then in a solerr and privatc
manner." We snoot undertake to say how it la at Harvard
1'niversity now, > rider the Presidency of a gentleman eo dis¬
tinguished for aci dsrthip and courtly manners, but we appre¬
hend, tor that nutter, that in many of our inatitations, the
justification *4 tte student might be found in tbe example both
of tbe 1.1-1) . *m) the M.D.'a among tbeir elders.
Oo the other land, thia exciting weed has not failed In ad-

vocatee among tie literati, some of whom have hymned its
pialaaa in etrioe> forms snd languages 5 for as Mr. Jefferson
extolled the oil <(nUvtt as .. tbe next beat gift of Ood to man

tb» pious author of a Latin " Hymn to Tobac¬
co,' it *f be gift of Heaven and the ornament of tbe
earth Hence >* here submitted a picture d thieornamen.
of the earth, to be judgment of the reader, who in making it
ap will pleas* fmsmber to drop the 1norm / By-4he-by, it
ought to be eupained that bis wormship is never caught, aa
here eipeaad, »e>o«ing on the top leaf j but there waa not room
to diaplay an eeir« [dent, and to place tbe beautiful object
where be deligbk to .« revet," that ia, on tbe moat delicate and
richest perta of tie prime leaves below, eschewing tbe coarsest

>' and greenaat pexiona of the leal and stoma, while hi* Wide-

strove-, Man, (not the turkey,) with leu* delicacy of ducriai-
nation, eschew* no.ie, b'ut chews all the raariuUcturer yivob
him, with some not very nice addition?, such a* copperas, tic.
[The n lereuce here ia to an engraviug.]
The narcotic properties of tobacco, to which it owe* its fts-

cinatinK power*, remind ua not only of the " Confession* of
the Optum-Eater," hut of the effect also of the " betcfoi»*/,**
ajid another suh.-tance called " c'iurrux," of the East Indi a,
where both are freely used, both ax medicine* and opiate*, linv-
ini{ the power to beguile the imagination with the moat delight¬
ful reverie*. The similarity in the medicinal properties wth
those of tobacco, even suggest, if our planting friends will «*-
cuse the intimation, whether theso Asiatic drug* may not at
some future day, as yet it iato be hoped deeply wrapped in he
womb of time, he made to lake the place of our great sta{Se '

Would it not, in a word, be mom lamentable than stran;e,
were the starveling natives of the east (called free) to supfly,
in the process of time, substitutes for two of the great products
of the planting States, one entirely and the other in p grat
measure the product of slave labor.a labor with us so mich
belter provided and more kindly cared for than any labor ng
class in Europe '

The churrus, above alluded to, is an extract from hemp,
the Cannabh Indica. If what is said of the betel-nut be trje,
it ought certainly to be introduced into the veterinary prncuce
of our country, than which practice nothing, uo art, certaii ly,
can well be in a lower or more rude and unsatisfactory sttle.
We might here introduce, were it only lor the refcson last

stated, a more extended notice to illustrate their similarity, in
effects, to the narcotic of which we are treating, but that it
would swell this article to an immoderate length, and so we
aball ajsigti it, if we can, another and contiguous position.
contenting ourselves here with this reference to it us a matter
that may repay the attention of the curioua reader. But
again to the subject in hand.

No. 4 offers, as its regular articles, the following:
Northern Arkansas, and its natural advantages;
Essay writing and the Press ; Texas, as a Su*ar
Country; a history of the Silk Culture; a continu-
ation of the review of Cousin's Philosophy of IFis-
tor;; Solid's Saccharoineter. Then come shorter
miscellaneous papers. Out of the preceding, we
select for our readers the subjoined, as clever and
agreeable ; noting, however, that the names and
foreign words in the text are so misprinted as io
have asked at our hands much correction. In one
case (his use of the Latin adage, cimini sectores)
the ingenious author (Hon. J. T. Nesbitt) seems to
us to misapply, as well as mis-spell the phrase. It
does not mean, as he supposes, a laborious trifler,
but a mean, sordid person. So says, at least, Eras¬
mus. In Latin, it is eurnine sector, a cutter of the
mean herb cummin. If the Greek spelling be meant, jthat would be cymini. There was a iMount Ci-!
minus, through which Hercules made a cut: but
that was a vast labor, somewhat of the sort to which
Dr. Lieber's inadequate poem would incite us.

ESSAY WRITING AND THE PRESS.
Quiequid pr«cii,ie», e»to brevis : ab eito dicta
rixciptant dositea, tentantque iideles..Hor.

It is surprising how many books there are in the literature
y C0UntrV,,ch are -bso'«'«'y worthier and how

much unnecessary repetition and amplification there is in the
best I***, every language. Could the idea, worth preser¬
vation in the literature of any particular people le set arated
from the unprofitable and useless weight of words in which

th^y are generally clothed, it would aMonuh any o. to see

s;: .*hl"","u°mpa-f V1" Proct<» ponderous folios would sink into iiu irloc

fl","1' »"J >k« ho*. Ii«l!,i,. c.okitrS
rtSTw' l Tbe " EjcontoG" .. would
. 1 h

l t° *TL°rtiI * philo?opliic pedlar would be much

'J° " Faerir yufene" would appear much more

sylph-like in her proportions, growing "line by degrees and

2S? i f"!k <.) ."* *TDg th08e wLo "^ribe to the

Talon " .n 1 h 7*"" " meR" btblion, mega
kakon, and have always had a horror for one which is too
large to be swallowed, or to lounge with upon a sofa, but re¬

quires to be laid in state Upon your desk and carefully chewed
and digested. Reading is with us a recreation and not a labor
8 'earning, and the'majority of mankind agree with us

^ Bacon observes in one of hi- essay*
that studies serve for delight, for ornament, and for aWitv."
I he mass ol readers are among that class, both from .nega¬
tion and from necessity, whose studies are for "delight." The
world and ha business claims their time and energies, and
w-hen permitted to eecape into the world of books it i. u> read

2*. nV° °r crilici**' to pass a pleasant hour,
and not to gather together materials for a book. The hewers

ofuJTh^m dr.we,. of »atrr, who constitute a vast majority
eLnhi h ? ,raCe' #fford 10 ne»Iacl ,b« "*"» wi,k of
arnuig bread to read *ueh booksasNares's Memoirs ol William
0«il, or Clsreudc^s History of the Rebellion. Lord Bacon
himself, u known to thousands through his Essays, who have
never dared to disturb the learned dust of the Novum Orgtnum
~.l^ fkmfn,"* ^«ntiarum, Utility, Progress and Frui, to-

P^losophy; these terms are lamihuri. av-
s. cisu-d in their mind, with his name, bat they' gather their .j,«*

h.?^ Ft ,"|J^hUo*°P»'y from reviews ar.d biographies. ,ke
that oT Basil Montague, and not from a perusal or his wsiks
bstsalvea, a. we form our opinion, of foreign countries bom
thQIforU of traveller, who have visited them. They content

£T!.m Wu eM*y*' wi,e,y <lrt«rmining that be who

.

" ' ,och '"e*-P^pts upon the moat dissimilar subject,,
0,U,J» VP°n judicature, upon studies, upon garden , e

assra* "°"w. .u*j -,,h ** £
^Stagy ite at ,| I hornas Aquinas. Knowledge for the ina w,

»..«««. J, to.
tractive as |>osrtbler
fn/thH our **" 10 h**8 provided this knowledge
f the people Ii, most prominent tea'uie, with all its ma-

sirfJETiW" m*J U*°^ e*l»«*ion. is the general dilTu-
«o«» of knowledge among the miases. Observe the charter .f

ifobi V,UrB fi Ln«land' lhe ".* enlightened nation or, the

KL',1 ,r* not now immenae folios, dest ned

tl£Z -helves of the acholar alone, or fslling atill,,rn
from the pre* Periodical literature monopolies ^le t-lent
of the No, that England bo loet itssSola*,Z
h£n d.,7:r,,n,otun«. Pb'lo-ophical, and manlv cntieum
been «rned to greater perfection than by them of late year,.

The r
"npetua and fiartake of the spirit of the ,«

The days of pstronage from the great and wealthy are passed
r- » ^ the ^e Au.hJaar.Ki

w^o etV^h.V,KJ°r * ,h" P0^1"^ The
ence is ,h,t the pre* teems with light social novel, .

tLW? 7th w*»ws, annuals, and aewspi,,,.

f
P1!"1'*' literature the prevailing feature is its fit.

cornmon nnnd. «nd in eflecting this

,S weight snd importance to the e»ay*

2?jsssri?!:r01 ^ r° »'-«->

Li '

n ^ influence of soch works as Charles O'M.1-
toy, .r Dombey and Son, on public moral* or taste weak ..d
" jgni compared to that exerted by the daseical ch«.t-

_h - Uvt I.U., ir« .um*I lo th. W.CU Hi
"TV"" » ".»¦* - tixnpendi
Z?.? T* wiwd imwwtog and entertaining by ui
^ 1 rhetoric and the ebsrms of scholarship. Thet ,re

not text books lor acholara, Imt agreeable eompemons fo- Lrf
Z.^.y^ysroyd road to learning, bZ

.»* shsdea. But a fsw ind.vK.ual, ofVfTwi hom.n^
Zi:Z 'UnV,>0n ^ h'^"~tofknowC.r^
^il.ht0rD,U mL^Tlat 'mHi« lh* hnlliant psrterrea o|
P«r»od.caJ literature which ornament the way«*., ,(lJ 1>/urk

'T Tf",1 Sj f""'n« »nd the bum
It h not only necessary that a people should have ( Wr,

nire, but that it shou'd bs adspted to their wants an; ri|w.
Ues. No one can wo»W at the faint glimmering ,/ |ifCl
vll,-!J7 m~'n Whifb Eu^ !fW,Je io.
eri ioo of printing , who observes tie issue, of th-r,,,*. of

of°Z.lL'' M ,'bufed' ¦fWllalh di» «itions
of he«hoolm.n, '« nmini sectored' m the equa., 3
.nd mors furwa. disputsiions of polemicsl divi.. if .

!nli *
,]" ""«>«* "Ufh work . Bur-

\.i JLDT 'Tu Mrl*neho|y, or Adam Smith', V,»|,|, n(
| ions, for lighier riding, we mu« conclude th.t,£fij*
of the pre., could kw mdm imo

| and *U. ^ ,;erfn.ny Df JllhniW) ^^
» word dogman «m, that Demostbenee spoke to a ne; 0f hsr-

wher»*ihl ' 'h* rm"* ^ ***** mul,, .* >»ri«risns
where there m no panting." But we say there nu,
ing and no intell.gence, and on the other hand, JSSl
d^ree of in.ellige-.ee where a type was never .X 7^
illurtration of this klea, we aswrt that the pe.>ple n EnaUml

dor;r'*^ «'f" of Elisabeth were more barbaT,0.
rant than ihoee of Athens in the time of Thurydid,. John-
>n * remark was applied to Athene pertienhrlv'. .«The sage

**

u
,fel'Rh" 10 him. had neve,, cen.nW

sidered the perotiar csnstitmion of society and of ( ,vem.nent
>n that city. I^et o,, therefore, in order to disprove his asser-

| ''<>n and esUHish our own, trsnsfrr ourselves ,n ui^j^tion
> the favored seat of Minerva, and follow a citi? n <»f that

penoj through the occupations and amoecmenfa of a ,jn<,|*
H»y. The sun has just arisen, when he leav,, h, eoJch to

7,>,,r!° '*f#* *mi-cnrcolar and onroofed hor-w which i*

chornses of .Eechylos, the more tender and touehns nlavs of

IflSSS "nt 'nstrnSw
yifriimMu of Anetophanee. He dep.ru frora the theatre

***** hwerrpti^s prm Uie
ittle columns at their corners, which record the .phorisms of

°°r,rr- -"»-h-ed mdividoal* to the eommonweelth. He stopeto sase nnon

one ofthose beantifd port,coswith which Perkles fc»d emhell£
ed thecHy, and opon whose entehla.ure and friexesherero<rr,i<»s
the master hand of Praxhelfce or Phidias

«ii ZZ%LmJ
- A-lta H.

and nods huneelfw the audst of* crowd who aw listen... l..

a strolling singer reciting the parting of Hoctor and Adromaclu-.
Ho eseapea and appioache* another collection of citizen*, mom
of whom are young men, who are amuaing themselves with a

grotesque figure iu their midst, who beara iu hia hand a lighted
lamp, and repltea to the gay aalliea of the crowd only, with
looka of supreme r.intempt. He departs from the city by the
northern gate, arid seeks ihe plane trees of the academy, and
(here listens, in mute delight, aa Plato discourses to hia throng
of disciples. He return* and enter* the Assembly, whore
orator* are driving for the popular favor, and aro applauded or
hooted according aa they apeak well or ill, for each man ia a

critic, who in hia youth listened to Pericles, who ia in the
daily habit of hearing Alcibiades and attending tho lecturer of
laocratea. He wanders to the Pira-us uud mingles with the
crowd of merchanla whoae conversation ia of foreign lauds
and their produclions, of tariffs, arid loss and gain. Ho re¬
tire* to Mount Hymettua to enjoy the cool breeze of evening,
and watch the little groups which lie along the baaka of the
meandering Ilyaaua, discuaaing Thucj dides' recent history of
the Peloponneaian war, or comparing the merits of tt\p phi¬
losophy of Zeno find Aristippus, or perh*j»s recalling some

expression of Plato, some jest of Alcibiadei, or extravagance
of Diogenes. At last he ends the day reclining at the table of
some friend, the delicacies of whoae board might tempt the
appetite of Apiciu*, and the mysteries of bis cuisine the admi¬
ration of a Vattel. Thus have we traced our Athenian
through the occupations of a single day. Perhaps, on tho
morrow, he may ascend to the Parthenon, rich in painting and
statuary, which could shame the collections ofthe Louvre or the
Vatican, in whose midst rose the statue of Minerva, respon¬
dent in ivory and gold, and cheating the mind of the beholder
with the idea that the goddess had descended iu " propria
peraona" to watch over the fortunes of Athens. Or perhaps
he may visit the school of laocratea, or the Stadium, or the
nightly assembly upon the bill of Mars. But follow him where
we may, we find no printing presses in Athena. Its inhabi¬
tants gathered from observation and oral instruction knowledge
which made them discriminating in taste, profound in reaaon-

ing, and suaceptibie to every thing grand and beautiful. The
city was one vaat gy&nasium, and all its inhabitants pupils.
Dr. Johnaon saw nothing of Athenian life in Loudon. There
were no reciters of verses at the corners of Fleet street, no
contests for laurel crown* at Old Drury, no sages instructing
the people from day to day, no statuary and puintiuga to keep
alive the love of the ideal, to teach to th« common people the
elements of beauty and the principles of taste. On the con¬

trary, he saw that those who could not read were necessarily
ignorant, and hence hia remark. That he erred we have seen

from the fact that the highest degree of intelligence and re¬

finement prevailed at Athens hundred* of years before the in¬
vention of printiug. Years after the period in Grecian history
to which we have referred, When the Romams overran Attica,
the conquered Athenian gave laws to his conquerors in matters
of taste. Horace, in his second book, thus acknowledges
that servile imitation of Grecian model-s which is apparent
throughout the whole Homan ilterature.

"tirecia capta ferum vi?torem cepit et artes
Intulit agresti Latio."

CORNER-STONE OF THE NATIONAL WASHING-
TON MONUMENT.

Tfae Building Committee of the National Wauhington Mo¬
nument are happy to announce that the excavation for the
foundation of the Monument has been completed, and the ma¬
sonry will be very toon commenced.

1 he corner-stone, a white marble block of six or eight tons,
will bf at the railroad depot in a few days, when it is intend¬
ed to place it upon a large stone-wagon, and it is expected to
be conveyed to the site of the Monument by our fellow-citi¬
zen*, under the direction and management of Mr. Philip
Ehxig, and of which due notice will be given to the public.
As this stone is a present, and has come free from the quarry
to the depot, the committee wish it to go free to its resting-
fIaC0- THOMAS CARBERY,

'

GEO. VVATTER8TON,
WM. A. BRADLEY,

Mat 16, 1813. Building Committee.

ITEMS OF NEWS FROM MEXICO.

Foe QrEBETAno..Four deputies left the citv of Mexico
tor Queretaro yesterday morning, and three mote will have
during the week. Monday next is the first day pf May, the
day on which, according to the Leo, a quorum will be in at¬
tendance..Star ofthe 25.A.
The Health or the Abmt.We were happy to leam,

yesterday, from an army physician, that ihe health of the
troops has much improved within a w*ek or two. He i» of
opinion that the warmer weather is belter for our troons .Star
ofthe 27th.

1

A letter in the Monitor of a recent date from Maznpil states
that the mine at that place haa been occupied by about five
hundred Americans since the 5th ultimo, who have taken no

notice of the armistice, notwithstanding the protest aent to
General Wool, with a communication Irom the General-in-
chief at the capital, forwarded by expres*. Star.

Mexico, April 26..-"A great majority of the Clergy
favor Uie ratification of the treaty as it stand*. The
clergy of the city, tearing the inability of Peha y Pena to raise
the forced loan of $150,000 to $200,000 in Queretaro, for the
purpose of assembling Congress, held meetings in the Ca¬
thedral to-day and yesterdsy, over which the Bishop preside*],
for the purpose of diacussing the |»rof,riety Vr expediency of
advancing the sum required by Peha y Peria, and to day they
re solved upon loaning the money from the funds of the church.
I understand the whole sun will be sent to Queretaro to¬
morrow. These facts, to mv mind, settle the question as to
whether the treaty will be ra ified or not, in the affirmative."
Corr. Picayune.
^cwitaio, A ea 11.25.-." The preparatory anion of Coa-

gre>e have retaken their usual ourae, and few of the Deputies
ate wanting for a quorum, (^uereuio, politically sjwaking,
presents a moat animated aspect, and nothing is talked of but
peace. In every quarter there are warm discussions upon this
i;rand question. The most vahement party for war ia, with¬
out doubt, tba army, bat it has fallen so low in public estima¬
tion, and is ao numerically weak that it ia doubtful if they ran

get op a pronundamiento, as it ws« publicly rumored here
within tba last few days they would.".Corr. Picayune.

The Hon. Mesera. Hevieb ami Curroan have been in¬
vited within a few days past to various entertainments. Tbey
received invitations from Gen. Butler and Senora Hargous
snd Emilio Voaa. Night before last Meesra. Sevier and Clif¬
ford gave a supper to the American Generals, at which the
Mexiian Gen. D. Ignacio Mora y Vallamii was preaent. Henor
Haro y Tamarix was alao invited to be present, but from mo-

hvea of delicacy and patriotism, which were appreciated by the
American Ministers, be was compelled to decline the ioviia-
ton..Eeo delfomcre o.

Oit. Pabedes.The Monitor (a Mexican peper) has the
following
" The movements of Paredes. as recorded in the Star for

the last two or three months, appear to be attracting a good
<te»l of attention in the United MUtes. We think, however,
unneceaaanly ao. Parades can get no considerable party, and
any revolut.on in hie name would be pot down in a moment.

popular moremerit in prtnee ifiinut a monarchy
mart ba*e chilled the warmth of hie peculiar political senti¬
ment*, and cat down Bny bopee that he may have entertained
in regard to the saccees of hie principles in Mexico. Indeed,
for some months past, nothing has been heard of him. Al-
though tbe Government made orders for his arrest, he appe.ra
to he still at large, though being in concealment in or near

'w.tJwssm.'s~
vicinity, carrying out the inetructione of the Supreme Govern¬
ment, in auppresaing rebellion*, bat not a word of Paredea.
We should not he surprised to learn that the intelligence from
Earope.particularly from France, with wbo»e Ministry while
abroad, he was in such consultation.bail a* far disconcerted
his plsns that he will not be in a horry to re aptx>ar upon the
political stage."

FROXf CUMBERLAND, (Mo )
Mocjtt Havaoe I bob Coarairv..We learn from the

Cumberland Civilian that the suit which was instituted on

the part of certain bondholders of tba old Mount jS«vage Iron
Company to aet aside tba sale of tba property of the Company
made by tba Sheriff of Altoghany county on tbe I Ith day of
November, 1847, haa bean withdraws t the parlies dieting,
oo examination, being aaliafied that tbe aale made was the best

possibly that could have been made under the rirrumrtanceo,
and that tbe interests of their clients required a ratification of
the sale. All abjections to the sala were accordingly with¬
drawn, and thereupon It was ratified by the Court.

In alluding to it the Civilian remarks :

"This shadow having paaaed away, we doabt not that a

brighter day will aoon dawn upon the works, which will also
ahed their invigorating light upon the energies of the laboring
men of Alleghany county."

In Alleghany County Court, now in aeasion, the soil between
the George Creek Coal and Iron Company as. Christian E.
Detmold, in regard to the forfeiture of a lease of tba I.ona-
coning Iron Worka by the defendant from the plaintiffs, s ver¬

dict was given for iha defendant. There was a stipulation in
tbe leaee that Mr. Detmold was to produce iron in six months
from the date of the lease. Thia ha was unable to do, after
expending large sums of money, in consequence of the sever¬

ity of the winter of l«46-'«. Tbe qaeetion turned upon a

point whether the forfeiture bad not Iwen waived , tbe Court
believed it had, and the jury gave a verdiet accordingly. The
Civilian says tbe case will go up to tba Court of Appeals.
Tba small pox baa recently psevaHed to some extant In Her.

nsburg, having been brought hither by a party of Indiana. It
baa since made ite appearance at Carliale, derived from tbe

FOREJPNdiplomatic intercourse WITH
NATIONS. \

Horn or Rkphk»*mtativs», Jamua®* 12, 18-18. \
Mr. Milliard, from the Committee on ForeignAffairs, made the following Report: \

The Committee on Foreign Affaita, to whom wa» referled
the following resolution : Revolved, That the Committee 911

Foreign Affairs be instructed to inquire «»d report to tin
House on the expediency of abolishing the present missions,
by Charges d'Affaires to Sardinia and Naples, and substitut¬
ing therefor, together with the mission lately recommended by
the President to the Papal States, a full mission by Miniatei
Plenipotentiary or Ambassador to Italy, with Secretaries ol
Legation to reside at Rome, Turin, and Naples," having hail
the same under consideration, respectfully report :

That, as the resolution proposes an inquiry into the expe¬
diency of making some important changes in the diplomatic
intercourse of the United States with foreign nations, they
have thought it proper to bring the whole system under their
revision, und to recommend auch modifications as they hope
will render that branch of the public service still more effi-
cient.

, . .The present political ayatem of the world recognises all na¬
tions as related to each other, and encourages among them an
intercourse which tenda to break down the harriers which se¬
parate them, and to unite them into one great commonwealth.
This intercourse is of the highest importance.it diffuses
throughout communitiea widely separated by geographical dis¬
tance, and differing in laws, interests, and pursui's, a know¬
ledge of each other, and brings them under the restraining
influence of a univeraal public law. Embassies were estab¬
lished in early times between independent States, and the pro¬
gress of civilization has multiplied them to such a degree that
they are regarded as an indispensable part of the modern po¬
litical system.

, . .Ambassadors are the ministers of peace.one of their most
important functions is to prevent or remove the causes ot war.
Residing within a foreign State, having access to the Govern¬
ment, and being fully informed of the progress of public af¬
fairs at home, they are able to render essential service in pre¬
serving a good undentlanding between the respective Powers.
It is the duty of an ambaa«dor to watch over the interests and
guard the honor of his nation » to negotiate treaties, or fee
that they are observed ; to keep his Government informed of
the condition of public affairs in the State where he resides ;
to spread a knowledge of the character and resources of his
own country ; to do whatever he may to add to its prosperityand glory ; and to grant such protection and assistance to his
countrymen, in their travels or pursuits, as they may require.The constitution of the United Statea makes provision for
the appointment and reception of ambassadors, and other publie ministers j and it has been the policy of our Government
to extend our diplomatic intercourse with the several indepen¬dent Powers of the globe. The policykis a wise one. T his
part of our political ayatem is maintained at comparativelylittle expense. Other" branches of the Government requiremillions to maintain them, while the"whole list of our foreign
missions, including every incidental expense, costs but about
two hundred thousand dollar per annum. It is true they are
too poorly paid even for out unostentatious system. Repre¬
senting our country thro«?hout the world, they diffuse a

knowledge of iU resources, and of the f.ee and happy institu¬
tions under which we live. ¦

It is believed that some unification of oar system may be
made by which its efficiency will be greatly increased. I n
der the present organization, we are represented by an hnvoy
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary in Great Britain,
Ruasia, France, 8pain, Pr»sia, Brazil, and until recently we
had a Minister of the earn* grade in Austria and in Mexico ;
while we,send to Turkey . Minister resident, to China a Com¬
missioner, to Belgium, Netherlands, Portugal, Sardinia, Na
pies, Denmark, Sweden ar.d Norway, Chill, Peru, New Gre¬
nada, and Venezuela, a Uiarge d'Affaires.

It is believed l>y the comnittee that an Envoy Extraordina¬
ry and Minister PlenipoUntiary should be sent to Austria.
I he rank which that Po*rr holds in Europe entitles it to a
Minister of the first class one of an inferior grade can nn-
der but lillle service to tko country from the social position
which he must of nrcessiy occupy.

_The importance of Ttrkey and of China, in the opinion
of the committee, also m»ke it proper to send a Minister of
high grade to each of thine Governments.

,

It is important to eleva e the grade of our subordinate mis

.ions, for, as thev are at present organized, thi-ir efficiency is

greaily impaired.' Diplo-natic grades are now so well re*u-
lated 1hat they assign to -.he Minister who fills tbem, not only
his public but bis social rank, and to that extent affect his
usefulness. The Congress of Vienna entered upon ibw de¬
liberations undei circumstances which made it necessary to
ado,* rule, for the regulation of the intercourse between the
independent Powers of the world. The great convulsion.
which had shaken Europe left it in a state of such confusion
that it was essential to its future repose, not only to recon¬
struct it. political establishments, but to provide against future
cause* of disturbance. Until about the commencemen t of the
sixteenth century there were but two da-es of^Ministersknown 1 the on. charged with the public interest, of the State
and called Ambassador. ; the other termed Agent, who were
deputed to 'ake care of the private aflfore of the pnnce. The
practice of sending Ministers U> reside permanently near the
friendly sovereign was adopted with the view of avwding the
inconvenience of ending occasionally a personal representa¬
tive of the Sovereign, who would of course require greai state
and a large outlay of public raooey. Those who were some¬
times employed to take charge of the public inte.ests were
cslled Charge* d'Affaires, to diatingu:ah them from mere agent,
who were sent to look after the personal affaire of the sove¬
reign. It wss found convenient too, on occasions of ceremo
ny, to send Envoya, who, at the commencement of the eigh¬
teenth centu'y, acquired .n intermediate rank between Am-
besesdors and Ministers residing in the foreign country. 1 he
Congress of Vienna meeting under circumstance, which
brought the subject before them, diviJed the diplomatic corps
into three cIssaes-Ambawadors, Emoys, and Ministers, Mi-
credited to the Sovereign, and that of Charges d Affaires, ac¬
credited to the Minister of Foreign Aflairs.

At the Congress of Aix-U-Ctaapelle, where the five Powers
assembled in 1818, H was found necewy to reogmse an in
termediate grade between Envoya and Charge* #Aflatres,
and the rank of Ministera resident was established. They
sre accredited to the sovereign, and thus enjoy a higher rank
than Charges d'AflLirea, who are simply accredited to the
MiniMer of F.rreign Affairs It is important to keep this
distinction in view.

. . .It ha. been well stated by a learned writer that there w but
one real distinction between diplomatic agents , the one class
being accredited to the Sovereign himself, and the other to hw
Minister of Foreign A flairs. He adds that when a Minister
is authorized to treat diieetly with the Sovereign U> whom he
is sent, he rises uf the highest rar.k, and ia called an An-

'^The'diplomatie agents of the Unite. I States are divided into
three clsnw*.Envoya Extraordinary and Ministers Plenipo¬
tentiary, Ministers resident, and Charge* d'Affaires.

It is believed by the coasmitiee that the last class, that of
Charges d'Affaires, may to a greet extent be sholt«hed-.sim¬
ply providing for their employment in the occasional absenceif a Minister of the higher grade. It b very property stated
in a report from this c unmittee, by its late ehstraaan, (Mr.
CnasiM J. ">hat the facility of diplomatic
usefulness by representors p*rer is ta proportion to the
grade of the mission." This » pmfrctly weU understood at
Kom<>l The Noncto of «*«. P.ps, by the rule adopted at the
Congress of Vienna, take, rank with Ambeiwedors» and,
appreciating the advantage which the high grade of a tM«»
matic agent confers, the Pontiff is represented by a Minister
who unites the double chsraner of secular and ecclee«as«ical

For a verv obvinns reason, a Minister who represents his
country as a Charge iTAffii»r«, mu«t be comparatively ine»-
cient. He Is accredited to the MinMer of Foreign Affaire*,
holds all hla intercourse with him, and can communicate with
the Sovereign only through him. Nor has be the
with the representatives of other Powers which he woold other-
wise i. issr n. wanting that rank which, in dijdomstic ciicles,
is essentisl to secure const.lera'ion. It is believed, then, to I*1
important to the efficiency of the diplomatic syrfem of the
United Stales, to eer.d Ministers Resident t> each of the Gov¬
ernments where the country is now represented by Charges
d*Kffsires. Holding an inferior rank to Envoys Eitraordinvry
and Ministers Plenipotentiary, and receiving less enmpensa-
tion, they will at'll have acc-s to the Sovereign, and we shall
thus secure a useful and ec« ironical class of Ministers. This
policy has been adopted by the British Government.* Gov¬
ernment whose diplomatic «>«tem i« one of great rigor aod

Tbero may occur, nnunaKy, solemn snd important ocra-
sions, when it would be pnper to send to a foreign ''owe'. **
the representative of the lh le.1 States, an Ambesesdor. r*octi
a Minister, of the highetf grade, might well be eel*'1**' o

close a negotiation which tutored peace between the Cmted
Slates and a foreign Slate to hait*the advent of free pnnct-
plea wherever they appeal; or to bear 10 a people struggling
to enter the fimily of fre4aml indejtendent SUtes the expres-
rion of oar sympathy and mr good will. The President un¬

doubtedly possesses the pe«»rr to appoint such a Minwet 1 on
it is believed to be proper .o provide, by law, for his compen-

It is not believed by tl* committee to he eipuiliM<fr
tsh the separate misNom to Sardinia and Naples, with
view of substituting in thfir place a single mission, eo arranged
as to embrace both court. The influence of a Mgn*'er *ookJhe less felt at a coort vrtere he made occasional flsits, tn""'
would be if be made it |i« permanent reeUence Theater-Mia of the several State! to which he would accredited are
of course varioua, and night be conflicting, and the neefnlnaea
of a Minister, paaaing 60m one to ibe other, woull be essen¬

tially impaired.

| The committee, however, heartily concur in the suggestionof sending a Minister to the Pupal States. The accession ofthe present Pope promises to furnish on epoch in the affairs ofthose States which will rank with events belonging to the his¬
tory of Italy in the days of its former glory. That country,which has so long lived upon its recollections, finds, in our own
times, an impulse given to its hopes. The preseut Pontiff
seems to unite with clear anJ comprehensive views of his du¬ties as a prince, a courageous purpose to elevate the conditionof his people. Born in the midst of scenes which awaken the
noblest associations, he is bending his energies to resuscitatehis cjuutry, and displays by the measures which he has alrea¬
dy adopted, that he is imbued with the spirit of the nineteeth
century. Abolishing secret and odious tribunals, opening a?door for the entrance of the humblest petitioner, recalling ex¬
iles banished for political offences, conferring honors upoa
men of science, diffusing instruction among the poorer classes,encouraging the arts, unfeltering the energies of the press,purifying the services of religion, aiding the commerce of his
country by wise measures, inviting modern improvements to
spring up in the midst of the ruined temples and towers of a
decayed States he presents a spectacle of the highest moral
interest. Contributing his part towards the advancement of
the world, Italy, under his Government, starts upon a new
career. There are great numbers of our own people connect¬
ed with the church, at the head of which stands the Pope, and
it cannot be unimportant to open an intercourse with a Gov¬
ernment over which he 'exerts the authority of a prince. A
Minister residing at Rome would be well employed in diffusing
a knowledge of out free institutions, and encouraging our com¬
merce with the Papal Slates.
The committee recommend that the President be authorized

to send a Minuter to those States, that we may express our
interest in the progress of those reforms which have been com¬
menced since the accession of the piesent Pontiff, and which
have awakened so much hope throughout the world.
' The committee also concur in the opinion of the President,
as expressed in his late message, that the most amicable rela¬
tions should be culti vated with the several independent States
upon this continent, and recommend that appropriations be
made for opening diplomatic relations with the republics of
Bolivia, Guatemala, and Ecuador. Related as we are to the
Governments of this hemisphere, it is our duty to spread and
encourage among them, by a free and friendly intercourse, the
great principles of constitutional liberty.The committee respectfully report a bill for carrying out
their views.

LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES,
PASSED AT THE FIRST SESSION THIRTIETH CONGRESS.

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION.

[Public.No. 26.]
AN ACT authorizing a term of the United States Circuit and

District Courts at Chicago, Illinois.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

ojthe United StatesofA merita in Congrea assembled. That
a term of the circuit and district courts of the United Stales
for the State of Illinois shall hereafter be held at the city of
Chicago, on the first Monday of July in each year.

ROBT. C. WINTHROP,
Speaker of the Home of Representatives.

G. M. DALLAS,
Vice President of the United States and

President of the Senate.
Approved, May 9, 1848.

JAMES K. POLK.

[Public.No. 27.]
AN ACT in addition to an act therein mentioned.

Whereas, by a certain act approved March second, eighteen
hundred and twentv-teven, there was granted to the State of
Indiana, to aid in constructing (he Wabash and Erie canal,
" a quantity of land equal to one-half of five sections wide on
each side of said canal;" and whereas, by an act approved
February twenty seventh, eighteen hundred and forty-one,
there was confirmed to said Stale the lands selected under said
grant for that part of said canal between the mouth of Tip¬
pecanoe river and Terre Haute, and license was given to said
State to select other lands subject to private entry, or such part
of said selection as was holden against the State by the legal
incumbrance or title of others; which last seltciioos have
never been made and completed : Therefore,
Be it enacted by the St riate and House of Representatives

ojthe United States ofAmerica in Congress assembled, That
the Slate of Indiana be, and is hereby authorized to select, out
of any of the public land in said State subject to private entry,
a quantity of land which, together with the land already re¬
ceived and hnlden by said State for the construction of the said
Wataah and Erie cantl, will mike the full amount equal to
one half of five sections in width on each side of said canal:
Provided, nevertheless, That no selection shall be made of
any land but such as was subject to private entry on the first
day of April, anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and
forty-eight.

Approved, May 9, 1848.

[Public.No. 28.]
AN ACT to make Ship Island, in the collection district of

Pearl river, a port of delivery, and to authorize the appoint¬
ment of a deputy collector for said pert
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa¬

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That ship Island, in the collection district of Peail river, in
tbe State of Mississippi, is hereby made a port of delivery, and
that the President of tbe United Slates be authorized, with
the advice and consent of the Senate, to appoint a deputy col¬
lector to reside at said port of Whip Island, who is hereby au¬
thorized to perform the duties«f a collector of tbe customs, and
who shall, before he enters on the duti« s of his office, take and
subscribe the oath contained in and in the manner prescribed
by the seventh section of the act of tbe 3d March, eighteen
hundred and seventeen, entitled " An act to continue in force
an act entitled ' an act further to provide for tbe collection of
duties on imports and tonnage,'" dtc., and who ahall give a

bond for tbe true and faithful discharge of his duties, in tbe
same manner, aa collectors, naval officers, and aur»eyora are

required to give bonds under existing Isws ; and the compen¬
sation of the aforesaid deputy collector shall he thi foes estab¬
lished by law for the services be may perform, and no more.

Approved, May 9, 1848.

[RzeoLUTion.Public, No. 5.]
JOINT RESOLUTION respecting contracts for hemp for tbe

uae of tbe American Navy.
Resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives of

the United States of America in Congress assembled. That
tbe Secretary of the Nary be and he is hereby authorized, if
in his opinion it will be advantageous to the pablic interest, to
malts contracts for any term not exceeding five years for tbe

purchase of American water rotted hemp for the use of tbe Uni¬
ted States Navy, provided the same can be bad of equal quali¬
ty witt the beet foreign hemp, and at a price not ezreeding
tbe average price of such hemp for the last five years < the in¬
spection and delivery to le at tbe place of purchase.

Approved, May 9, 1948.

[Rmou-TIO*.Pt-BLir, No. 6.]
JOINT RESOLUTION of thanks to Major General Taylor.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled. That
tbe thanks of Congress are due, and they are hereby tendered,
to Major General Zachary Taylor, arid through bint to the offi-
oera and eoldi«rs of the regular army and of the volunteers
under hie command, for their valor, skill, and /rood conduct,
conspicuously «t>*f>l»jr»d on tl»« iwwijr s«o<md and twenty .third.
days of Fewuary last, in tbe battle of Bsena Vista, in defirat-
ing a Mezican army of more than fotar times their number,,
roneieting of chosen troops, under their favorite commander,
General Santa Anna.

Resolved, That tbe President of the'United States be re¬

quested to cause to be struck a gold medal, with devices em .

hiematical of this splendid achievement, and presented to Major
General Ztchary Taylor as a testimony of tbe high sense en¬

tertained by Congress of hie judicious and distinguished oen-
doct on that memorable occasion.

Resolved, That the President of tbe United Stelae he re-

que ted to cause the foregoing resolution# to be communicated
to Major General Tavl ir, in soch terms as be may deem beet
calculated to give effect to tbe object thereof. m

Approved, May 9, IMS.

L»tb raow St. Domireo..Advicee from St. Domingo
to the 20th ultimo etate that the people throughout the ielend
were arming themselves against the Government An army
was collecting at Marigoane, which waa to join another amy
of insurgente of 2,00U strong from Jacmel, that were a abort
distance from Marigoane» they were Ihen immediately to at¬
tack tbe Government troops. The per pie appeared to he very
orach ezeeperaud sgair.st tbe President.

India Rubber is now proposed to insulate telegraphic wiree.
Gutta percha has been tried in tbe Paaeaic river with ao much
succem that the com i-any propoae to make an effort to atom
from Jersey Ciiy t.i New York by laying insulated wires un¬
der water. Mr. Wileon, of tbe Trenton Telegraph office,
baa suggested to the company, according to the Qaaotte, tbe
ezperimentof insulating th.ir whole line with gntla percha,
and burying it siz inches in the ground insteed of supporting
it, as now, upon poles. At preaent, the great ezpasure of
the wirea subjects them to innumtraMe and constant inter¬
ruptions.

Cist's Advertiser claime that, including the product made at
Dayton, more ftaz-eeed dfl is made in the vicinity of Cnrciw-
ptirt than any other point in the United Matte. In 1841
there were two lineeed .ril mtlta in Cincinnati. Now there
are si*, which annually make 10,000 barrels of oil. T| « |
vertiaeT say a the oil cake, wbieh rstmine after pressing out
the oil, is erported principally to England, where it ie led to
oat'le. Of this not leaa than eight million* pounds are

ped of bom Cincinnati aaaoally.


